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Policy Proposals to develop the Special Economic Zones in TAK
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ABSTRACT

This research aims to propose policy proposals of the special economic zones in Tak. This
qualitative research divided its methods into 3 stages: 1) In depth interviews of 5 key stakeholders, 2)
Focus group of 20 community leaders and 3) Focus group of 55 government agencies with the data
analyzed by content analysis.

Findings include: 1) With regards to the potential of the border area, Tak is ready in all aspects
including geopolitical, economic, industrial, trading, investment and labor; 2) As for the guidelines for the
establishment of the border special economic zone, 2 areas are suggested including the 3 districts of Tak
(Maesot, Maeramat, Pobpar district) and the area of 5,603 hectares in Maesot. There is an administrative

department in the form of agency committee with experts in various fields. Their authority focused on
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privileging the private sector and giving opportunities to the local people to participate in the
development; 3) In respect of the acceptance of such development, some related people suggest that
the development is useful and should be realized quickly while the others think that the information
about the development should be given to the public and that they should be given an opportunity to
participate in it; 4) As for the expectation of the development, people expect more trades and
investments, pushing forward areas that are ready for use, privileges, better quality of life, career and
living stability, laying claim to lands for making a living, public services, infrastructure, education, labor,
occupations, wages, welfare, and that there be an office for particularly administering the special
economic zone; 5) As another respect, the factors of the development are told to be government’s
support, government office’s performance, law enhancement, political problems and conflicts,
administration of the potential of areas, and people’s participation; 6) Obstacles of the development,
including areas, legal, provide information and understanding, and management; and 7) Policy proposals

had strategic issues (5 items), objectives (5 items) and strategies (22 items).
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