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The Historical Identity of the Hmong Community through the

“Legend”of the Psalm to Guide the Deceased
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ABSTRACT

This study aimed 1) to investigate the historical identity of the Hmong community through
the “legend” of the psalm to guide the deceased and 2) to analyze the relationship of the historical
identity of the Hmong community through the “legend” of the psalm to guide the deceased. It
was a qualitative research. Historical identity issues were based on sociology via historical methods
(traditional beliefs). The target group consisting of 9 people who were the elderly persons and
scholars and willing to contribute the information through these instruments; interview form,
observation form, and the secondary data; documents and other relevant documents. Data were
analyzed by content analysis through Social System and four elements of Functional-Prerequisites.
The findings were shown that; 1) The Hmong community has composed the story of the psalm to
guide the deceased through the history for traditional maintenance and to generate a specific
identity and uniqueness in the funeral ceremony, and 2) the psalm to guide the deceased is related
to the traditional way of life in a history. The network relationship of the social system was

integrated to reproduce the culture and able to maintain the holistic identity of Hmong ethnic

group.
Keywords: Identity, History, Legend, The psalm to guide the deceased, The Hmong Community
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